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artizans, to award the honour of founding the Church
of Eome to a name more fully answering to its proud
pretensions. We, however, may discern the true
starting-point of Western Christianity, not in the
pompous basilica which has been dedicated to St.
Peter, but in the ancient ghetto of the Porta Portese.
It is the trace of these poor wandering Jews, bring-
ing with them from Syria the religion of the world,
these labouring men, dreaming in their wretchedness
of the kingdom of God, that we must try to recover.
We do not deny to Eome her essential pre-eminence:
she was probably the first city of the Western world,,
and even of Europe, where Christianity established
itself. But in place of those proud basilicas, with
their insolent motto, Christus vincit, Christus regnat,
Christus imperat, she would do well to build a humble
chapel in memory of the two good Jews who first
uttered upon her quays the name of Jesus.

In any case, a fact of capital importance which wo
must notice at this stage of our inquiry is, that the-
Church of Eome was not, like the Churches of Asia
Minor, of Macedonia and of Greece, a Pauline foun-
dation. It was a Jewish-Christian product, attaching